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ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the normative role of civic education in 
responding to war, and in preparing society for the possibility of peace. The paper 
describes changes in the conceptualization of citizenship in times of conflict. It 
notes that during wartime, democratic societies tend to transform their notion of 
citizenship to a militaristic one that is termed here belligerent citizenship, the 
paper examines the role of public education in response to these social challenges . It 
makes the case for an educational response to belligerent democracy from various 
perspectives, situated within the contemporary theoretical discussion of patriotic 
education. Based on Amy Gutmann’s democratic education theory, the paper maintains 
that the foremost role of public education is to foster basic democratic principles, 
such as equal opportunity and liberty. It points out that in wartime, the education 
system has to fulfill this role through opposing the mainstream conception of 
citizenship, employing radical, critical ways of interpreting and realizing these 
aims. Includes 45 notes. (BT) 
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